
RAT RIVER DOLLY VARDEN CHAR 
 

Part I - Background 
 

1. What are Dolly Varden Char? 

 

 Dolly Varden are a species of char in the salmonid family. Dolly Varden from the Rat River are part of a 

sub-species of char that live in rivers from the Mackenzie Delta west to Alaska. Most people are familiar with 

Dolly Varden from the Rat and Big Fish Rivers although there are also stocks from the Vittrekwa, Babbage and 

Firth Rivers and their tributaries.  

 Rat River Dolly Varden live in the headwaters of the Rat River in an area known locally as the ‘Fish 

Hole’ during the fall and winter, and feed along the Beaufort Sea coast in the summer. In the spring and late 

summer, they use the Husky and Peel Channels of the Mackenzie Delta to migrate between the ocean and the 

mountains (see Figure 1). 

 

2. What is the Dolly Varden IFMP? 

 

 The Dolly Varden Integrated Fisheries Management Plan (IFMP) was written and approved by the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), the Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board (GRRB), the Fisheries 

Joint Management Committee (FJMC) and Parks Canada (PC) with input from each of the four Mackenzie 

Delta communities.  The IFMP contains information on Dolly Varden char across their range in the NWT, 

including Traditional Knowledge. It gives direction on the conservation and management of all Dolly Varden 

stocks, including the Rat River. The main tool used in the management of the Rat River char stock as directed 

by the IFMP is the Rat River Working Group.  

 

3. What is the Rat River Working Group? 

 

 The Rat River Working Group (RRWG) is the co-management body that makes recommendations and 

provides advice with respect to the Rat River char stock. The RRWG has been in operation since 1995 and 

includes members from each Gwich'in Renewable Resource Council (RRC), the Aklavik Hunters and Trappers 

Committee (HTC), DFO, GRRB and FJMC. 

Every spring, the RRWG meets in Inuvik to review the past year’s information on the Rat River char 

stock. This information is usually provided by community fishermen, DFO and the GRRB. Population size is 

estimated by tagging (see Figure 2) and biological information like age, length, weight, sex and maturity of char 

is used to make predictions about the population. Traditional Knowledge (TK) is also incorporated.  

The RRWG evaluates all this information and using the guiding principles of the IFMP, makes a 

recommendation on the safe harvest level for char for the upcoming fishing season. The RRWG’s 

recommendations are then communicated to the communities at public meetings held prior to the summer 

fishing season. 

 

4. Contacts 

 

If you would like more information on Rat River Dolly Varden char, the IFMP or the RRWG, please contact: 

 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans: 867-777-7500 

Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board: 867-777-6607 

Fisheries Joint Management Committee: 867-777-2828 

Ft McPherson RRC: 867-952-2330 

Aklavik RRC: 867-978-2336 

Aklavik HTC: 867-978-2723 



 
Figure 1. Migration Route of Rat River Dolly Varden Char. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Population estimates of the Rat River char stock from 1995 to 2010. 


